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CHERNIVTSI. “Austrian soul”.

This wonderful city is spread out at the foot of Carpathian Mountains, on the picturesque hills of the Prut
River.

By the 12th century, Chernivtsi was already a part of the Galicia—Volhynia Principality. It gained the status
of a city only three centuries later, when it was absorbed by Moldavia. After that, the Polish—Lithuanian
Commonwealth and the Ottoman Empire ruled the city, but it remained a poor and unremarkable district
of Europe for over 300 years.

Chernivtsi’s luck change in the late 18th century, when the city, along with all of the Bukovina region, was
annexed by the powerful Austro-Hungarian Empire. Over the next hundred years, due to the efforts of
Emperor Franz the Second, Chernivtsi developed into one of the richest and most beautiful cities of
Europe.

The inimitable architectural ensemble of the old city was created during the Austrian period. Miraculously,
the old city passed through the two World Wars almost unscathed, and today, it draws in visitors with its
gorgeous buildings that were designed by talented Viennese modernist architects. Chernivtsi was actually
developed at the same time as the Austrian capital and the two cities share similar architecture, for which
it is often called a “little Vienna.”

The remarkable interweaving of history and culture has dictated its charming image. Here, you will find
elegant classicist houses standing next to solemn Catholic churches, an ornate Baroque theatre
neighboring an Armenian church, and an ancient Orthodox cathedral adjoining a synagogue. But the
brightest of Chernivtsi’s architectural jewels, embodying a mixture of varying styles and cultures, is rightly
considered to be the housing compound of the former Bukovinian high priests (today it houses the
National University). The complex, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, was created by the great Czech
architect Josef Hlavka and it is amazingly beautiful. You will find traces of Moresque, Byzantine and
Romanesque styles in its design.

One more important sight in Chernivtsi is the Central Square, whose architectural ensemble consists of
decorative, old buildings giving the square its European look. The Town Hall, built in the late Classicist style
in the middle of the 19th century, stands in the center of the square. The title of the most original building
of Chernivtsi belongs to Orthodox St Nicholas Cathedral. Because of unusual look, with its crooked cupolas
“leaning” to the main dome, the temple is colloquially called "the drunk church.” If you stare at it for a
long time, you will begin to feel slightly inebriated. So, the St. Nicholas Cathedral can truly be called the
most mind-blowing of the city’s sights!
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